[Comparison of thrombocyte concentrates from buffy coats after 3 and 16 hours of storage].
Since extended storage of the buffy coat (BC) might be disadvantageous for the platelet function because of granulocyte proteases we investigated platelet concentrates (PC) prepared from BC which rested either for 3 h (n = 18) or 16 h (n = 41) before further preparation. We found significant differences especially in the morphology score, pH and lactate in favour of the PC from 3-hour-BC. The differences decreased during the 5-day storage. PC of unacceptable quality (n = 4) only derived from 16-hour-BC. Therefore, the use of PC from BC stored for more than 4 h at least requires an adequate quality control before delivery.